




Ms. Ann Bright - Page 3

RESTATEMENT OF TORTS § 757 cmt. b (1939); see also Open Records Decision Nos. 319 at 2 (1982), 306 at 2
(1982), 255 at 2 (1980).

the application of the trade secret branch of section 552.110 to requested information, we
must accept a private person’s claim for exception as valid under that branch if that person
establishes a prima facie case for exception and no argument is submitted that rebuts the
claim as a matter of law.  Open Records Decision No. 552 at 5-6 (1990).

Harbor contends that its information is excepted under section 552.110(a). Upon review of
the submitted information and Harbor’s arguments in support of its trade secret claim, we do
not believe that Harbor has established a prima facie case that its blueprints are trade secrets.
Therefore, as Harbor as not established the applicability of section 552.110(a) to the
submitted information, and as TSG has submitted to this office no reasons as to why its
information should be withheld from public disclosure, the department must release the
submitted blueprints to the requestor.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular records at issue in this request and limited to
the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other records or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor.  For example, governmental bodies are prohibited
from asking the attorney general to reconsider this ruling.  Gov’t Code § 552.301(f).  If the
governmental body wants to challenge this ruling, the governmental body must appeal by
filing suit in Travis County within 30 calendar days.  Id. § 552.324(b).  In order to get the full
benefit of such an appeal, the governmental body must file suit within 10 calendar days. Id.
§ 552.353(b)(3), (c).  If the governmental body does not appeal this ruling and the
governmental body does not comply with it, then both the requestor and the attorney
general have the right to file suit against the governmental body to enforce this ruling.
Id. § 552.321(a).

If this ruling requires the governmental body to release all or part of the requested
information, the governmental body is responsible for taking the next step.  Based on the
statute, the attorney general expects that, within 10 calendar days of this ruling, the
governmental body will do one of the following three things:   1) release the public
records; 2) notify the requestor of the exact day, time, and place that copies of the records will
be provided or that the records can be inspected; or 3) notify the requestor of the






